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Frank Bernard Ford, 90, residing at Caritas House in Baltimore, MD, peacefully passed away 
on March 19, 2023, after a brief illness. 


Frank was born April 16, 1932, in New Haven, Connecticut. He enjoyed a varied life: He served 
in the Korean War, obtained a Master’s Degree from the University of Connecticut, taught 
English in Turkey at a U.S. Air Force base, and became a professor of creative writing at West 
Chester University (then State College) in West Chester, PA. 


There he was “Uncle Frank”—a teacher known for his warm encouragement towards student 
writers—especially in his role as advisor to the campus literary magazine, Daedalus. A 
relentless experimentalist, he wrote novels, short stories, plays (both traditional and, with 
Wilma Ford, for puppets), and poetry. Frank achieved a notable success when his play 
Waterman, about experiences in Korea, was produced by the Guthrie 2 Theater in 
Minneapolis during their 1976-77 season. 


Frank retired from teaching in 1986, but continued to write, and became an avid runner and 
cyclist. He was a founding member/resident of the Greene Street Artists Cooperative in 
Philadelphia and lived there through the 1990s, before moving to Cocoa Beach, Florida, 
where he enjoyed the weather and the occasional dolphin sighting. In 2022 he moved to 
Caritas House in Baltimore to be closer to family. His last months were marked by frequent 
visits from his sons and their families. While his health diminished over the last few years, his 
Spirits were good, and he took great joy in playing one of his many harmonicas. He even sent 
in a harmonica audition tape to America’s Got Talent. He also maintained a poetry blog at 
motleycrisp.blogspot.com from 2005 until 2022. 


Frank is survived by his former wife, Wilma Yocom Ford, by his two sons, Greg, in Baltimore, 
MD, and Paul, in Brooklyn, NY. Greg's wife Tricia and Paul’s wife Maureen were extremely 
active in caring for Frank over the last decade. Frank is survived by many grandchildren: In 
the Baltimore area, William and his wife Diana, and their son Malcolm—Frank’s great- 
grandchild—as well Noelle and her husband Nate, and Maura and her husband Richi; in 
Brooklyn, lvy and Abraham, 11-year-old twins. Of special note is his long friendship with Bill 
Scott, a former student, with whom he spoke almost every day for decades. 


Per his wishes, Frank was cremated, and visitation will be held at Ruck Towson Funeral 
Home, 1050 York Road, Towson, Maryland, 21204 on Saturday, March 25, 2023, from 2:00- 
3:30 PM followed by a service from 3:30-4:00 PM. To celebrate Frank’s life, simply write or 
make something, and don't be afraid to rewrite it. As Frank would say to his students, “Now 
write the novel.” 
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